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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS CONGRESSIONAL CORRESPONDENCE: PEREZ 
ESQUIVEL, ADOLFO MARIA (92/77/9) 


H PASS: HONORABLE CHARLES H. PERCY 
U.S. SENATE WASHDC 


1. DEAR SENATOR PERCY: 

IN JAN 1978 YOU INQUIRED ABOUT THE WHEREABOUTS- OF 
VJR. ADOLFO MARIA PEREZ ESQUIVEL, ON BEHALF 0f[_ / , 

J, I WOULD LIKE TO INFORM YOU OF RECENT ' 

DEVELOPMENTS IN MR. PEREZ ESQUIVEL'S CASE, AS PROMISED. 


2. ON AUG 23, 1979 THE MINISTRY. OF INTERIOR 
ANNOUNCED THAT MR. PEREZ ESQUIVEL IS NO LONGER BEING 
IELD UNDER STATE OF SEIGE PROVISIONS (THE PEN LIST) 

4R. PEREZ ESQUIVEL HAD ALREADY BEEN RELEASED FROM PRISON 
UJD PLACED IN A STATE OF SUPERVISED FREEDOM IN JUN 1978. 


i . THOUGH IT APPEARS THAT MR. PEREZ ESQUIVEL'S 
JITUATION HAS BEEN RESOLVED IN HIS FAVOR WE WILL 
jEEK TO KEEP YOU INFORMED SHOULD THERE BE ANY 
FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 


1. SINCERELY YOURS, MAXWELL CHAPLIN, CHARGE D'AFFAIRES. 

HAPLIN 
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FORCE HAS FOR THE FIRST TIME SPOKEN OUT ON THE ISSUE. OF 
NO LESS SIGNIFICANCE !S THAT BY TAKING A STAND, THEY HAVE 
MADE HUMAN RIGHTS AN ISSUE IN THE GREAT POLARIZATION THAT 
DIVIDES ARGENTINE SOC TETV — P£ROK I STS AGAINST AMT I -PERON- 
ISTS. IF THIS DEVELOPMENT PERS1SITS, IT WILL VASTLY COM- 
PLICATE US r N VOL VfMENT IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTION HERE. 

3. MANY OTHERS BESIDES THE PERONISTS HADE KNOWN THEIR 
TTOUGHTS ABOUT THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION, WITH MORE OR 
LESS ELOQUENCE AND VPH OPPOSING STANCES. THE MOST , 
ELOQUENT OF ALL WAS ISSUED BY ARGENTINE WRITER ERNESTO 
SABATO, WHO DEFENDED THE RULE OF LAW AMD STATED THAT 
THERE "IS NOT SUCK THING AS INEXCUSAtBE AND EXCUSABLE 
VIOLATIONS, EVEN IF THE LATTER ARE COMMITTED III THE DE- 
FENSE OF GREAT IDES.** ON THE OTHER SIDE WERE GROUPS AND 
INDIVIDUALS — SOME WITH THE BACKING OF THE GOA--VHO SOUGHT 
TO REKINDSALL THAT THE NATION HAD BEEN SAVED BY THE ARMED 


E. 0. 12065: GDS 9/14/85 .(FRIEDMAN, TOWNSEND B.l OR-P 


1 AGS; SKUtt. AR 

SUBJECT: <U) HUMAN RIGHTS SUMMARY - SEPTEMBER 5-12 


REF: BUENOS AIRES 7283 

SUMMARY: IHl IaCHR VISIT HAS DRIVEN HOME THE EXISTENCE 
OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE TO V JETUAILY EVERY ARGENTINE, TO 
THE PLEASURE OF SOME ANO THE UNHAPPINESS OF OTHERS. IN 
THE PROCESS, HUMAN RIGHTS HAS BECOME A POLITICAL ISSUE 
BETWEEN THE PfRQNlSTS AND THE GOVERNMENT AS HE FORMER PUBLICLY 
BELABORED THC LATTER TOR BEING BOTH "DE FACTO* AND ABUSING 
HUMAN RIGHTS (BUENOS AIRES 7S59J , ANO THE GOVERNMENT WEIGHED 
IN WITH A WITHERING RESPONSE. THERE HAS BEEN ONE REPORTED 
DISAPPEARANCE IN SEPTEMBER. THE CONTROVERSIAL LAW ON 
PRESUMPTIVE DEATHS IBUtKOC ft i PE S 75651 HAS BEEN PROMULGATED. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. 4* IAKRC VISIT 

THE VISIT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
(IAHRC) ECLIPSED All OTHER VENTS ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
FRONT III THE PERIOD UNDER REViE-'. COMMISSION tIEMPFRS 
CALLED ON THE PRESIDENT, THE JUNTA, THE FOREIGN MINISTER, 
GENERALS, GOVERNORS, PROMINENT PRISONERS, EX-PRES I DEN T S. 

AND THE LEADERS OF THE CHURCH. THE COMMISSION ALSO ViS'TED 
JAILS. THE COMMISSION WILL BE MEETING UNDER CONDITIONS 
OF RELATIVE PRIVACY, TO DISCUSS SELECT CASES WITH VICTIMS 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS, WHOHAVE DETAILED ACCUSATIONS. 

BUT PERHAPS THE MOST DRAMAT I CAU Y AFFECTING ASPECT OF 
THE VISIT TOOT. PLACE WHEN HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE COULD EECSEIX 
DAILY LINED UP OUTSIDE THE COMMISSION’S OFFICE, DESPITE 
SOME CLUMSY ATTEMPTS AT POL I CE INTIMIDATION, TO WAIT FOR 
THE JR TURN TO HE, .OUNCE HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES. THE INTER- 
SIVE COVERAGE GIVEN THE COMMISS I ON* S ACT I VI 1 1 ES AND RE- 
PERCUSSIONS BY ALL THENEVS MED I A-- THE LIMITS OF SEtF- 
CENSORSH I P ALL BUT COL L APSED--SHOULO HAVE DRIVEN HOME TO 
All ARGENTINES THAT HUMAN RIGHTS ARE AN ISSUE OF 
IMPORTANCE. 

2. 40 * ANt REMAINING OO'JBTS ON THIS SCORE WERE PROBABLY 
ERASED WHEN THE PERONISTS TOOK UP THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
CAUSE AS THEIR OWN, USING7HE VISIT OF THE COMMISSION AS 
THE OCCASION TO MAKE AH UNPRECEDENTED ATTACKSON THE 
GOVERNMENT, WiCT n ACCUSED AS BEING BOTH “DE FACTO'* 

ANO HAVING GROSSLY VIOLATED HUMAN RIGHTS. THE GOVERNMENT 
I MM 1 EDA I TEL Y ISSSUCD A FIERY REJOINDER, LABELING THE PERQH- 
1ST STATEMENT INTOLERABLE ANO REMINDING THE PERONISTS 
THAT THEIR GOVERNMENT ANO PARTY WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
SITUATION WHICH FORCED THE MILITARY TO TAKE OVER IN 1976, 

WHILE THE DURABILITY OF THE PERONISTS' COMMITMENT TO THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS CAUSE IS UNCERTAIN, IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT 
WHAT IS UNDOUBTEDLY ARGENTINA'S LARGEST SINGLE POLITICAL 
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COURT TQ DECLARE THIS LAW UNCONSTITUTIONAL, IN A MOTION 
WHICH ALSO PROTESTS THE CONTINUED UNRESPONS I VEHESS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT TO HABEAS CORPUS PETITIONS. MEANWHILE, A 
GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN REPORTEDLY CLAIMED THAT THE STATE 
BAS BEEN GIVEN A ROLE BY THE LEGISLATION ONLY TO ALLOW 
IT TO ACT IN BEHALF CF ORPHANED CHILDREN, WHO HAVE NO 
RELATIVES. 

CHAPLIN 
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FORCES FROM A “RE VOL UT I ONAY WAR" IN WHICH TERROR I STSD 
GROSSLY VIOLATED HUMAN RIGHTS. THE TOWN ALSO BLOSSOMED 
WITH STICKERS IN THE NATIONAL COLORS-PROCLAIMING THAT 
P WE ARGENTINES ARE RIGHTFUL AND HUMAN" (“LOS ARGENT I NOS 
SOKOC DEflECHOS Y HUf1ANC3“l. A NEW ORGANIZATIONS ALSO 
APPEARED, • THE LEAGUE OF FAMILY MEMBERS OF THE VICTIMS 
OF TERRORISM," GROUPING THOSE WHO LOST LOVED ONES TO 
TERRORISE ACTIONS. 


4. 4NT TWO SMALL GL ITCHES DEVELOPED DURING THE VISIT 
SO FAR. THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT HAS VETOED A COMMISSION 
INTERVIEW AT THE MEXICAN EMBASSY WITH FORMER PRESIDENT 
CAMPORA. AND THE COLOMBIAN MEMBER OF THE COMMISSION, 

GERARDO MOKROY CABRA, A MEMBER OF THE COLOMBIAN SUPREME 
COURT, WAS TEMPORARILY RECALLED TO COLOMBIA BY THE COURT, 

A RECALL WHOSE REASONS WERE MOT CLEARLY REPORTED IH 
BUENOS AIRES. 

$. IU) DISAPPEARANCES 

TWO REAPPEARANCES (BUENOS AIRES 7407) BY MEN WHO REPORTEDLY 
DISAPPEARED in AUGUST— RAUL ALBERTO AR AMEND I AND OSCAR 
RICARDO ROMERO— LEFT UNEXPLAINED, KNOWN D I SAPPE ARANCES 
FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST AT TEN. IN ADDITION, MRS. ELIO 
VA10ERRAUCS lUHCSE HUSBAND' S DISAPPEARANCE ALSO VfiS REPORTED 
IN BA 7407) HAS REPORZEOLY MADE AM OFFICIAL COMPWAINT 
THAT HER HUSBAND, A DOCTOR WAS TAKEN FROM THE ME NOOZA 
PROVINCIAL HOSPITAL WHERE HE WORKED BY A GROUP OF MEN 
WHO IDENTIFIED THEMSELVES AS BELONGING TO THE SECURITY 
FORCES. MRS/ VALOERRAttQS REPORTEDLY STATED AUGUST 10 
THAT SHE WAS UNABLE TO LOCATE HER HUSBAND IN ANY MENDOZA 
POLICE OR SECURITY FACILITY. 


6. J0F REPORTS THAT AT LEAST SOME OF THE AUGUST DIS- 
APPEARANCES REL Ai f TO ThE BREAK UP OF AN UNDERGROUND 
"FAR” Tf UEPZAG ARMADAS PERON I 3TAS“ ) CELL CONTINUE TO 
REACH US. IT IS CLEAR THAT THIS INFORMATION IS CIRCUITING 
WIDELY THROUGHT THE ARGENTINE SECURITY FBRCES. 

SIMILARLY CIRCULATING IS A REPORT THAT THE MONTONEROS ARE 
ACTIVELY SEEKING TO INFILTRATE TERRORISTS BACK INTO THE 
COUNT P.Y. WE HAVE NO WAY OF INDEPENDENTLY JUDGING THE 
VALIDITY OF THESE REPORTS. UE MOTE, HOWEVER, THAT WHAT- 
EVER THEIR VELIDITY, SOME ELEMENTS IN THE CBA WILL USE 
SUCH REPORTS TO ATTEMPT TO JUSTIFY A CONTINUATION OF THE 
SECURITY FORCES'S PRACTICES. 

7. (U) PRESUMPTIVE DEATH LAW PUBLISHED — - 

THE GOA PROMULGATED ITS CONTROVERSIAL LAW ON PRESUMPTIVE 
DEATH SEPTEMBER 12. THE PROVISIONS OF THE LAW WHICH 
GIVE THE STATE THE RIGHT TO SEEH A DECLARATION OF PRE- 
SUMPTIVE DEATH FOR A MISSING PERSON AND WHICH CAUSED 
OBJECTIONS, INSIDE AND OUTSIDE ARGENTINA, ARE UNCHANGED. 

THE RELATIVES OF THE DISAPPEARED HAVE ASHED ThE SUPfiEMEO 


